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(a)

(b)

(a)

(b)

Section A

Answer one question from Section A

How did the political and social background in Ireland before Patrick influence
the development of Celtic Christianity? [25]

Assess the claim that the evidence for Christianity in pre-Patrician Ireland is
unreliable and therefore unconvincing.

Justify your answer. [25]

In what ways is the portrait of Patrick in Muirchu’s Life of Patrick different from
that in the Confessio? [25]

“Celtic hagiographical writings contain no historically accurate information,
but have value for other reasons.”

To what extent do you agree with this view? Justify your answer. [25]
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(a)

(b)

(a)

(b)

Section B
Answer one question from Section B
“The change from episcopal to monastic organisation in the Celtic Church was a
gradual process.”

Give an account of the evidence to support this statement. [25]

“Self-denial and asceticism are essential for religion.”
With reference to other aspects of human experience, evaluate this view.

Justify your answer. [25]

How did the monasteries play a part in the development of penitential practice in
the Celtic Church? [25]

“The challenge to show mercy as seen in penitential practice continues to have
relevance for everyone.”

With reference to other aspects of human experience, assess this claim.

Justify your answer. [25]
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Section A

Answer either question 1 (pages 4 to 11) or question 2 (pages 12 to 19).

(a) How did the political and social background in Ireland before Patrick influence

the development of Celtic Christianity?

[25]
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(b) Assess the claim that the evidence for Christianity in pre-Patrician Ireland is
unreliable and therefore unconvincing.

Justify your answer.

[25]
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(a) In what ways is the portrait of Patrick in Muirchu’s Life of Patrick different from

that in the Confessio?

[25]
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(b) “Celtic hagiographical writings contain no historically accurate information,
but have value for other reasons.”

To what extent do you agree with this view? Justify your answer.

[25]
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Section B

Answer either question 3 (pages 20 to 27) or question 4 (pages 28 to 35).

(a) “The change from episcopal to monastic organisation in the Celtic Church was a

gradual process.”

Give an account of the evidence to support this statement.

[25]
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(b) “Self-denial and asceticism are essential for religion.”
With reference to other aspects of human experience, evaluate this view.

Justify your answer.

[25]
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(a) How did the monasteries play a part in the development of penitential practice in

the Celtic Church?

[25]
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(b) “The challenge to show mercy as seen in penitential practice continues to have
relevance for everyone.”

With reference to other aspects of human experience, assess this claim.

Justify your answer. [25]
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